
Canberra 
INBOUND AND OUTBOUND DETAILS



Preflight Administration
Ensure a flight plan is lodged, otherwise you may be refused entry. 

Remember to check NOTAMS, (as always)

Print out airport diagram from ERSA to have handy when given a taxi clearance. (ensure they are current)

When obtaining radio frequencies take note of different ATIS frequencies (only one can be used on the 

comm radio). Also take note of references 5 and 6 in relation to Approach frequencies. 

Write down all frequencies and be ready with the next frequency on standby after each frequency change. 

Take advantage of the fact that Canberra has Navaids (write down frequencies)

Plan by a VFR approach point such as MHGO (Michelago in the south) or CAPT (Captains flat to the East of 

Canberra)

Draw out inbound track on both a WAC chart and a VTC for navigation within controlled airspace.

 



General Aviation Parking. Request taxi to the 
GA parking. Carry the map for taxi guidance. 
Take note of the holding point you will be 
taxiing to (November runway 35)

ATIS on 127.45, 116.7 plays ATIS on VOR (not a 
clear transmission), 263 is the NDB.
124.50 east of the runway centreline and 
125.9 west of the runway centreline.
Tower on 118.70
Ground on 121.70

Don’t forget the 
NAVIADS



Typical inbound radio call would be: (in black for pilot and red for ATC____ under changeable items.)

1. Get ATIS, adjust for current QNH. Think about the wind direction and your approach direction. For example, if you had 

15kts of crosswind on runway 35 when approaching from the South and runway 30 would be considerably favourable, 

you can request this while making an approach. If not, approach will be thinking about time efficiency and traffic flow. 

(Don’t be afraid to speak up) 

2. Choose an approach frequency East or West of the extended centreline. i.e. Approaching  MHGO (use 125.90)

“Canberra approach, Tango Uniform Echo is 5 miles South of Michelago, inbound with information Echo. Dual, Request 

airways clearance.” 

“TUE remain outside class Charlie airspace, squawk 2576”

“Remain outside airspace code 2576, TUE.”  (sounds strange, but they want to work out who you are)

TUE you are identified 2nm South Michelago,6500. Cleared direct Canberra, 6500. QNH____. 

Cleared direct Canberra, 6500, QNH____.

From here be ready to follow instructions and answer readbacks. (prefixed with “Expect” does not have to be read back). May be 

given an instruction such as track via Googong reservoir. By now you should have your VTC out for reference, if you require assistance 

state “unfamiliar” or “looking”, they are most likely to assist with a bearing.   



Visual Approach  (AIP ENR1.1-16, VFRG pg277)
A clearance for visual approach can be given, when the aircraft is 
within 30nm of the aerodrome 
And
Have visual reference with ground or water
And 
Have not less than 5000m visibility or aerodrome is in sight. 

If given a visual approach, you are able to change altitude and 
heading to track to the airport for your landing. You are 
responsible for separation from other aircraft, terrain and clouds. 

Tower
During your approach you have been talking to someone in an office 
in Melbourne who only sees you on a radar screen. They need to hand 
you off to the tower, who can see you and the rest of the airport 
environment outside the window and visually confirm a runway is 
clear to let you land. 
“TUE contact tower on 118.70”, which you will read back. Tower know 
who you are and what your up to, but want two way communication. 
Your call to tower will be “Canberra tower TUE” to which you will get 
an answer like “TUE Canberra tower” OR “TUE continue approach”
 



Cleared to land
These are the magic words we are all waiting to hear, and we cannot land 
without. It will also include the runway you are cleared to land on. 
“TUE cleared to land runway 35”, make sure you remember to readback.

Vacate the runway as soon as practical, with the airport diagram on your 
knee and ground frequency on standby. Listen to instructions from tower 
that are given sometimes. (usually if they think you can stop by a certain 
taxiway. They want to use the runway and cannot unless you are off)
 Ground

Ground Frequency is 121.70 and we change to ground after 
we exit the runway (cross the double yellow line). 
We wish to taxi past the Regular Passenger Transport (RPT) 
area for the GA (General Aviation) parking.
“Canberra ground TUE request taxi to the GA parking”
“Taxi GA park”
“Taxi GA Park TUE”
Even the GA parking has different zones. The eastern end is 
for larger aircraft and parking is spaced. Then smaller twins, 
and the congested area is the smaller aircraft. Usually we are 
not staying long and can park anywhere reasonably. 
Ready to shutdown.



Outbound
No engine start permission is required, and no specific runup bay at Canberra. So get prepared to leave as per class G 
airspace. 
Step 1, check ATIS, has it changed? Could be a change of active runway, or just a slight change of wind (write it down)

Airways and taxi clearance
Unless your really proficient at radio calls asking for a taxi and airways clearance together can be a handful. If 
experienced this is a great way. 
Let’s make it easy on our first trip. 
Start with an airways clearance 
Wanting to fly eventually to Merimbula at 4,500ft, but via Moruya with the leg at 5,500ft
“Canberra Ground TUE request airways clearance to Merimbula, via Moruya
At 5,500.
TUE your cleared to Merimbula via Moruya, 5,500, squawk 1234, departure
frequency 124.50  (remember to readback all, and write down. Make a mistake and
they will walk you through (relax). 
Then Taxi clearance 
Canberra ground TUE at GA park, received….(ATIS), dual, request taxi. 
TUE taxi via Charlie and Bravo to holding point November Runway 35
Readback All, be ready to stop if directed. 



Holding point
All ready for take off at the holding point, with the departures frequency on 
standby, set tower frequency (118.70) on active and make a call
“Canberra tower TUE ready holding point November, runway 35”
TUE line up runway 35 OR (TUE hold position.) 
Read back
TUE cleared for take off make right turn, departures 124.5
Read back

Make your take off, after take off checks, right turn at 1886ft plus 500= 2,400ft. 
Establish yourself on track and be prepared for handoff to departures (same frequency 
As arrivals).
TUE contact departures. 
Contact departures TUE (we already know the frequency)
Here departures will do a transponder check against your altimeter. They want to know your equipment is 
working. 
Canberra departures TUE heading (if assigned) passing (altitude) for (assigned altitude)
Expect TUE you are identified, climb 5,500 (readback)
NOTE: if the frequency change instruction came prior to take off, should be done as soon as practicable after 
take off but within 1nm. 
From here things may get very quiet if you stay on track and there is not a lot of traffic. 
You may be told to stop a climb of watch out for traffic, just readback and obey. 
Leaving controlled airspace
Distance will depend on the height you are flying at. 
TUE leaving controlled airspace, frequency and code change approved. Readback, set transponder to 1200 for 
VFR, radio to area frequency 120.75, set your standby to next waypoint (132.05)
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