
Night Visual Flight Rules (NVFR) 

If you have ever thought of extending your flying skills a NVFR rating may be for you.   

 

 

As well as the beautiful night scenery, there is the added challenge of navigation using 

instrument systems. Flight at night will often give the smoothest flying conditions, but has the 

hazard of cloud being invisible, so forecasts must be carefully interpreted. It can be used 

most effectively to extend your flight into last light when reaching your destination can be 

ensured, or a deliberate night sector in clear weather.  

Advisory circular 65.01 explains all the requirements for the rating. Taking in schedule 2 part 

61 of MOS and regulations 61.975 and 61.980 associated to the rating. Link here-

https://www.casa.gov.au/night-vfr-rating 

As with all flying there is a theory component, For NVFR it is an in-house test.  

Holding a PPL at the flight test is a minimum requirement.  

10 hours of flight time at night is the minimum requirement (some of these hours can be 

done in an approved simulator.) 5 hours minimum must be flown at night cross country and 1 

hour minimum solo night circuits.  

The Aviation Theory Centre publishes a book called “Night Flight” which is most helpful 

brushing up on PPL regulations, looking at the various illusions that can occur at night, 

ensuring the pilot is prepared and the aircraft is suitable.  

As always any queries to Tracy will get you started.  

https://www.casa.gov.au/night-vfr-rating

